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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Active mobility is a term used to specify any form of transportation that relies on the use
of human energy. Walking and cycling are the prime examples, but the activity also
includes the use of rollerblades, skateboards, scooters, etc. Moreover, to ensure the
widest possible range of universal accessibility to municipal infrastructures and facilities,
movements by wheelchair and other mobility aids may also be listed under this
designation. Modes of active transportation are healthy, soundless and non-polluting.
The present Active Mobility Plan (AMP) is a second-generation one, as the first Plan was
originally adopted in September 2014. All the recommendations from this first Plan
having been implemented, this second Plan, we are presenting additional measures
deemed necessary to achieve the objective of encouraging the local population to adopt
an agenda for better health, by incorporating more active transportation modes into their
daily movements and thus reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GGE).
For pedestrians, we are proposing to add over 6.1 km of sidewalks divided among three
groups identified as essential, important and suggested. We are also proposing to
secure twenty or so crosswalks, to add about fifteen benches and to create well
identified walking routes. The cost of all these installations will be over $5.1 million.
For cyclists, we are proposing to add 6.8 km of routes, divided evenly among three
types: 1 km of bike path, 1.6 km of bike lane and/or paved shoulder, and finally, 4.2 km
of designated roadway. The cost of all these installations will be over $1.6 million.
The cost of installing all of the proposed measures in the current AMP will be about
$6.7 million. However, it will be up to the elected officials to adopt either all the measures
or only some of them, and then establish a timeline for their installation. For information
purposes, Item 8 on page 16 shows a proposed timeline.
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2. PREAMBLE
Mobility responds to a fundamental human need - that of being able to move around.
Over the years however, mobility has become less and less “active”. With the coming of
the automobile, movements and journeys focused on motorization, resulting in harmful
repercussions - on the environment with an increase in greenhouse gases (GGE) and on
the health of individuals, with increasingly sedentary lifestyles and a rise in obesity rates
in the population.
The objective of this plan is to have residents think before spontaneously and
systematically using their cars. Active transportation must become a viable option for
certain journeys for residents, and henceforth become part of their routine behaviour.
Municipal decision-makers have the power to positively influence these behaviours by
offering physically safe environments that facilitate the decision to be active. However,
its success depends entirely on the individual decisions made by each resident in taking
the initiative to walk or cycle more.
As you read the pages that follow, you will see that there is still much work to be done.
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE TERRITORY AND THE POPULATION CONCERNED
Situated in a picturesque and verdant landscape on the banks of Lac Saint-Louis at the
western end of the Island of Montréal, Beaconsfield offers its residents a tranquil life as
well as all the benefits resulting from the rapid growth of the suburbs in the West Island.
This unique municipality, which combines the pleasures of the big city with those of
country living, is only twenty minutes from Montréal’s downtown area. Today, over 95%
of Beaconsfield’s territory is built on, thus leaving little room for future development.
Beaconsfield is a place where nature and the City exist in harmony to create a lifestyle
that is among the very best in Canada. In combining the tranquil quality of life of a small
town with the advantages offered by the dynamic West Island, Beaconsfield has been
transformed over the years into an avant-garde family community of over 20,000
residents.
Portrait and history
Population: 19,588 (2019)
Surface area: 11.01 km2
Length of streets: 125 km
The City was named in honour of the Earl of Beaconsfield, Benjamin Disraeli, and its
historic roots can be traced back to 1698. Incorporated in 1910, it remained a semi-rural
community for over forty years, with many summer cottages.
Towards the end of the 1950s, Beaconsfield transformed itself in an orderly, planned
manner into a residential community.
Beaconsfield’s territory extends over an area of 1,100 hectares. Careful land use has
made it a tranquil place in which single-family homes, parks and tree-lined streets are an
invitation to walkers and cyclists. The geographic location of this green, peaceful suburb
makes it an ideal starting point for all types of journeys, as it offers ground and rail
transportation services and is close to an international airport.
The municipality has state-of-the-art facilities to meet the needs of all age groups. These
include the Recreation Centre with its regulation-sized skating rink, semi-Olympic
swimming pool, gymnasium and multifunction rooms. The library attracts a large young
and not-so-young clientele who come to enjoy its diverse collections and excellent
reference services.
Apart from its geographic location, Beaconsfield benefits from green spaces all along the
banks of Lac Saint-Louis. Saint-James Park and Centennial Memorial Park, where the
City’s magnificent cultural centre is located, are favourite spots for family outings.
Outdoor enthusiasts also benefit from three water access ramps, two yacht clubs and
numerous neighbourhood parks, playgrounds and sports fields. The very high quality of
life that distinguishes this community is the result of tradition of responsible government
and the participation of residents, both of which have continued for many years.
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Many of Beaconsfield’s social, cultural and sports programs are run by local volunteer
organizations with administrative and technical support from the municipality.
With a determination to safeguard the quality of life of its residents, Beaconsfield has
joined the Réseau québécois des Villes et Villages en santé, an international movement
sponsored by the World Health Organization, which encourages collaboration among all
sectors of the community. Over the past few years, the City has worked in close
collaboration with its residents concerned about protecting the environment, with the
goal of halting the use of pesticides and encouraging the adoption of proactive practices
such as recycling, composting and the safe disposal of hazardous waste.
The City of Beaconsfield has also joined the Age-Friendly Municipality (AFM) program.
This program provides financial support for municipalities using the AFM approach in
carrying out small infrastructure or urban development projects to meet the needs of
seniors.
Always at the forefront, Beaconsfield has been honoured in the past for the role it has
played in planning emergency measures, with its decisive participation in creating an
inter-municipal agreement for emergency preparedness, which was endorsed by the
Public Works departments of the neighbouring municipalities.
Beaconsfield was also honoured by the Association québécoise des transports (AQTr) at
the Gala des grands prix d'excellence en transport held in June 2014 for its project to
establish priority at intersections through the use of appropriate signage.
Beaconsfield’s elected officials and the administration are now turning their attention to
the future based on a historic perspective of responsible government. The City’s healthy
financial status, its efforts to reduce the tax burden for taxpayers and the increase in
values in the real estate sector are making Beaconsfield homes a sound investment.
Furthermore, one quality that sets Beaconsfield apart is the commitment of its residents
to their community. The willingness of the residents to participate and their strong sense
of belonging are demonstrated in all aspects of daily life: a combined effort to maintain
the unique character of the City.
Beaconsfield has preserved several period buildings that bear witness to the City’s
history. Aware of the value of this architectural heritage, the City drew up an inventory of
the buildings on its territory that have heritage value, and historical plaques have been
installed in front of several of them, describing the buildings’ origins and their
architectural features.
The City is also able to rely on the support of the Beaurepaire-Beaconsfield Historical
Society and the West Island Heritage Bicycle Trail.
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Commercial Activity
The area known as Beaurepaire Village provides the opportunity to explore one of
Beaconsfield’s commercial sectors and discover the independent retailers who offer a
variety of services. Wide sidewalks have been installed along Beaconsfield Boulevard to
give people the opportunity to sit in the shade on one of the many benches provided for
this purpose.

Situated near the location where the general store was to be found at the beginning of
the 20th century, this charming commercial artery has evolved over the years to offer
nowadays a variety of goods and services to residents and visitors alike. As a result, it is
possible to find multiple establishments operating in various sectors of the retail trade,
restaurants, health care, finance and real estate. There is also an interesting offer of
professional services and some merchants in the artistic domain offer the possibility of
taking courses on their premises.
Full of history and known for its cachet, Beaurepaire Village has always been a reflection
of its community, and it continues to meet the expectations and the needs of families
and residents, regardless of age, while offering a warm welcome to visitors. It stretches
along Beaconsfield Boulevard, a main thoroughfare offering a pleasant mix of
commercial activities and where residents may find what they are looking for in term of
goods and services. This commercial sector offers year round numerous activities in
which citizens and visitors can participate while enjoying the architecture of the Village.
In addition, in summer it is possible to appreciate the various delightful floral
arrangements dotted along its length.
Access to Beaurepaire Village is possible via Woodland Avenue (Highway 20),
Beaconsfield Boulevard and Saint-Charles Boulevard (highways 20 and 40). The Village
itself is on Beaconsfield Boulevard, a segment of the route along Lac Saint-Louis from
Lachine to Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, and recognized as being the West Island scenic
route.
Overall, Beaconsfield’s commercial activity represents about 5% of the territory. This
figure has been stable for several years because industry cannot establish itself within
the boundaries of Beaconsfield.
Angell Woods - exceptional flora and fauna
To the delight of nature enthusiasts, several rare plant species are to be found in Angell
Woods. Among these are two tree species: the Common Hackberry (Micocoulier
occidental) and the Black Maple (Acer nigrum), as well as a shrub: the American
Bladdernut (Staphylea trifolia). Other tree species of interest can also be seen in Angell
Woods such as the Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), the Shagbark Hickory (Carya
ovatis), the Hop-hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), the Basswood (Tilia Americana), the
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) and the Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa).
With its extensive surface area and the presence of large trees, this site represents a
significant habitat for numerous species of fauna, including many birds of prey. This
remarkable wooded area, measuring 80 hectares, consists mainly of mature hardwood
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trees, some of which are a century old. Particularly enjoyed by residents, and defended
by numerous interest groups, Angell Woods is well established in the heart of the
community. Almost half of this exceptional wood site is owned by the Agglomeration of
Montréal and the City of Beaconsfield. The purpose of these acquisitions is to extend the
Parc nature de L’Anse-à-l’Orme.
Ecological characteristics of Angell Woods - a forest ecosystem of high value
Angell Woods is located partly in the City of Beaconsfield and partly in the Town of
Kirkland. To the south it is bordered by Highway 20, to the north by Highway 40, to the
east by a housing development and a former golf course, and to the west by the BaieD’Urfé industrial park.
In these old forest stands, trees can sometimes reach a diameter of one metre
measured at breast height (DBH). Mature stands consist mainly of sugar maple-hickory
and red oak. The sugar maple-hickory groves occupy well-drained sites on limestone,
while the red oak stands are to be found in the depression in the northern part of the
site, where it forms a swamp (forest stands flooded in the spring), as well as in the
limestone area. Other forest stands are treed fallow and young tree stands, dominated
by red oaks, which have colonized the former farm fields. They occupy the western and
southern portions of the woods. Only one stand of conifers has been counted - a small
cedar grove (about 0.4 hectares) in the oldest part of the wood (north-eastern portion).
This environment may serve as a winter shelter for avian wildlife such as raptors. Grassy
fallow land surrounds the wooded site and serves as a buffer zone for this forest
ecosystem.
The sugar maple-hickory groves constitute forest stands that are representative of the
climatic domain in the Montréal region. Furthermore, they have been designated as
Exceptional Forest Ecosystems (EFE) by the Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources
naturelles.
With their extensive size and the presence of large trees, these woods represent a
significant habitat for birds of prey (nesting, migration and wintering area). The fallow
land around the woods, especially on the former golf course side, serves as a feeding
area for these birds. A brief visit to this wooded area in February 2003 confirmed nesting
by birds of prey in the mature stands. Several raptor nests (platforms composed of
branches) were observed; most were in the western portion of the treed marshland near
the fallow lands. Species likely to breed here are the Red-tailed hawk, the Redshouldered hawk, the Cooper’s hawk, the Sharp-shinned hawk, the Great-horned owl,
the Eastern screech owl, the Northern harrier and the American kestrel. Among these
species, the Cooper’s hawk and the Red-shouldered hawk are listed as animal species
at risk of being designated as threatened or vulnerable. These two birds of prey nest in
the Parc-nature de l'Anse-à-l'Orme.
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4. DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS CURRENT TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS
Beaconsfield has a road network of over 125 km of streets, 31 km of which are part of
either the arterial road network or the local collector road system, while the remaining
94 km make up the local residential streets on which car drivers, pedestrians and
cyclists share the roadway. The average width of the pavement is 6.4 m wide, with no
sidewalks for the most part.
Two highways (20 and 40) and a scenic boulevard (Lakeshore Road) along Lac
Saint-Louis provide easy access to Montréal’s downtown. Buses operated by the
Société de Transport de Montréal offer regular service to neighbouring municipalities
and to the metropolis (STM circuits 200, 201, 211, 217, 221, 430 (Express) and 356
(night-time service)). There is also a commuter train service to and from the
Beaconsfield and Beaurepaire stations, with parking lots close by.
And within ten minutes or so, it is possible to reach the Dorval station to catch the VIA
train, or the Montréal-Pierre Elliott Trudeau International Airport.
Our pedestrian infrastructure currently consists of 27.9 km of sidewalks, mainly along the
arterial road network and the residential collector roads and school corridors. Some
sidewalks have also been installed to provide safe access to certain parks. Appendix 1
presents the Sidewalk Master Plan showing existing and proposed sidewalks on the
territory of Beaconsfield.
The network for cyclists offers 7.1 km of bike paths, 5.7 km of bike lanes, 4.0 km of
paved shoulders and 14.8 km of designated roadway, for a total of 31.6 km. This
network includes a section of the Route Verte, which crosses the territory of
Beaconsfield from east to west along Beaconsfield Boulevard. Along these routes are at
least fourteen parking areas for bicycles (one every 2.25 km on average), placed at
strategic locations to accommodate cyclists on their journeys. Appendix 3 presents the
Bike Path Master Plan showing existing and proposed bike paths on the territory of
Beaconsfield.
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5. EVALUATION OF THE CURRENT NUMBER OF JOURNEYS
A study on active journeys was carried out in Spring 2014. One of the elements
measured looked at the number of students attending Beaconsfield High School who
made the journey on foot and by bicycle versus students who were driven there by car.
Students who were transported by school bus were excluded because they lived more
than one kilometre from the school and were therefore eligible for transportation by
school bus. It was determined that 52% of those not eligible for transportation by school
bus were driven there by car. If this pattern were to be extended to the entire population,
for all destinations, the number of active journeys could be increased significantly.
In terms of vehicular journeys, car counts have been carried out on a regular basis
across the territory of Beaconsfield since 1998. Using electronic equipment, the comings
and goings of drivers were constantly measured on various roads on our territory.
First, these studies revealed that the majority of drivers (85%) drove at a reasonable
speed on residential streets - at 47 km/hr or less, so there is reason to believe that
drivers, cyclists and pedestrians can coexist even if there are no sidewalks on the
streets. However, in places where the speed of 85% of the drivers measured was higher
than 50 km/h, traffic-calming measures were installed to reduce this speed.
Second, the number of daily car journeys by Beaconsfield residents is very close to
twelve vehicular journeys, which is above the Canadian average of ten vehicular
journeys per household per day.
This finding led us to believe that it would be possible to reduce the number of vehicular
journeys on the streets of Beaconsfield by at least 20%, replacing them with active
journeys. Seeing that there are more than 6,800 private dwellings in Beaconsfield, we
can therefore consider that the number of daily vehicular journeys across the local road
network could be reduced by 16 320. This estimate is however considered to be
conservative. The following point will demonstrate that vehicular journeys can be
reduced even further.
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6. ESTIMATE OF THE NEEDS, CONSTRAINTS AND OBJECTIVES
According to certain parameters, active journeys are surprisingly efficient in an urban
environment. This efficiency increases as most of the journeys within a city are relatively
short. From the data on metropolitan mobility (Origine-Destination-AMT survey, 2008),
we see that in the agglomeration formed by Laval, Montréal and Longueuil, one third of
the workers (33%) live less than 5 km from their place of work. This has major potential
for exploitation because Vélo Québec, in its technical guide entitled “Planning and
Design for Pedestrians and Cyclists”, states that for journeys of less that 5 km, the
bicycle has proven to be more efficient than the car. Moreover, this same study confirms
that walking is also more efficient than the car for journeys of less than 500 m.
In order to exploit this potential to the maximum, here are two objectives that the City of
Beaconsfield intends to achieve:
First objective: To mobilize the community around active transportation
The first objective is therefore to convince as many residents as possible to subscribe to
one or other of these types of active journeys. In other words, community mobilization
around active transportation is to be desired.
To measure the target clientele in terms of walking, 500 m radii were drawn around the
seven most important poles of attraction in Beaconsfield: Angell Woods, the Beaurepaire
and Beaconsfield train stations, Beaconsfield High School, the Beaconsfield Recreation
Centre, the Beaconsfield Shopping Centre and Beaurepaire Village. Appendix 3 shows
the results of this exercise. Here we see that 2,325 residences are to be found within
these zones conducive for walking. As there are 6,800 private dwellings in Beaconsfield,
this means that 34.1% of the population can access one or more of these poles by
walking. This represents more than 6,665 walkers.
As for the target clientele for cycling, the exercise is even simpler. Because the territory
of Beaconsfield is rectangular in shape, measuring 5 km in length and 2.5 km in width, it
goes without saying that the destination poles can be reached easily by bicycle.
According to Vélo Québec, more than half the Québec population owns a bicycle
(54% of adults and 59% of children). According to Statistics Canada, in 2016, the
median age of the population of Beaconsfield was 44.8 years. There were 5,055 children
between the ages of 0 and 19, 10,730 adults between the ages of 20 and 64, and 3,535
adults 65 years of age and older. If we assume that Beaconsfield represents the
provincial average, this means that 2,982 children and 7,703 adults own bicycles, for a
total of 10,685. All these people just need to be persuaded to use their bikes on a
regular basis for the majority of their local journeys.
Recently, the City launched the BEACONSFIELD, GET WALKING, GET BIKING!
campaign to promote active mobility. The purpose of this campaign was to raise
awareness of active mobility, which contributes significantly to the maintenance of
healthy lifestyles and is at the heart of the City of Beaconsfield's principles. This initiative
demonstrates the City's determination to contribute to the creation of favourable
conditions for the health and quality of life of its residents through active mobility.
Particularly, this new campaign aims to make citizens more aware of respectful and safe
sharing of the road in order to promote active commuting such as walking and cycling. It
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also strives to encourage collective travel and to support neighbourhood shops by
promoting local purchasing and services as well as enhancing community life. Caps,
tuques and armbands were offered, free of charge or at low cost, to residents so that
they would be clearly visible during their journeys and to create a sense of belonging to
this campaign.
Second objective: respect for road signage
Users generally do not respect road signage well enough. Drivers do not respect
crosswalks, especially those located halfway between intersections. Cyclists rarely
signal their intentions, and pedestrians do not always cross the road using the
crosswalks that do exist. This results in a lack of respect and civility among the various
users of the routes.
To remedy this, efforts must be made to educate the population further on the
obligations of each group of users on these routes. In this regard, pamphlets produced
by the Société de l'assurance automobile de Québec already exist and are available in
the Société’s branch offices. The second objective therefore involves obtaining a large
quantity of these pamphlets and organizing door-to-door delivery to Beaconsfield
residents, or starting a campaign by electronic notification to make them aware of their
obligations whenever they find themselves on public thoroughfares, no matter what
mode of transportation they are using.
For example, to promote safe travel, the City launched in May 2018 a new awareness
campaign aimed at making drivers more mindful of the need to slow down and drive
cautiously. Outdoor signs were installed at the municipality's main entry points, school
zones and playgrounds to highlight this message to drivers. Targeting the safety of
young pedestrians and cyclists around the schools, communication tools for parents
were given to students attending elementary schools in the City by which parents were
invited to join to the Safe Driving Pledge and to become ambassadors for road safety by
affixing an electrostatic sticker with the slogan "Safe Driving Pledge. I’m on Board!" on
their vehicle. Also, at the end of the 2018 summer and coinciding with the start of the
school year, residents were able to get lawn signs to install on their lawns as a
reminiscent of the message of the campaign and to promote safe driving in their
neighbourhood.
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7. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WALKING ROUTES AND BIKE PATHS
Proposed walking routes
In regard to the sidewalk extensions that form part of this AMP, the criteria to justify the
addition of these sidewalks were first identified. These criteria are as follows:





Requests from residents;
Origin / destination routes;
Safety factors;
Inter-connectivity.

Based on these criteria, the proposed sidewalks were listed under three (3) categories
(essential, important and suggested) depending on how they would meet all the criteria,
the majority of the criteria or only a few of the criteria.
Here is a list of the proposed sidewalks deemed “essential”, totalling 2,840 lm:









Beaurepaire, from Baie D’Urfé to Lakeview (450 m);
Beaurepaire, from Sweetbriar to Franklin (240 m);
Biscayne, from Castle to St-Charles (290 m);
Creswell, from St-Charles to Milton (35 m);
Creswell, from Milton to Epping (275 m);
Elm, from Alice-Carrière to Woodland (185 m);
Montrose, from Chemin Ste-Marie to Windermere (west side) (370 m);
Westcroft, from Elm to Sherbrooke (595 m).

Here is a list of the proposed sidewalks deemed “important”, totalling 1,970 lm:










Allancroft, from Sherbrooke to Wood Crescent (400 m);
Castle, from Biscayne to Taywood (120 m);
Fieldfare, from Beaconsfield Boulevard to Church (240 m);
Lakeview, from Beaconsfield Boulevard to Beaurepaire (650 m);
Mariane, from Windermere to Robin (60 m);
Michael, from Elm to 160 Michael (130 m);
Montrose, from Sherbrooke to Windermere (north side) (130 m);
Robin, from Mariane to Sherbrooke (140 m);
Sherbrooke, from Woodside to Allancroft (south side) (140 m).

Here is a list of the proposed sidewalks deemed “suggested”, totalling 1,305 lm:








Amherst, from Elm to Amherst (east side) (150 m);
Andover, from Epping to Beacon Hill (70 m);
Beacon Hill, from Andover to Alton Drive (70 m);
Epping, from Creswell to Andover (360 m);
Fieldfare, from Lakeshore to 25 Fieldfare (180 m);
Harwood Gate, from 86 to 100 Harwood Gate (275 m);
Montrose, from 414 Montrose to Windermere (200 m).
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In order to increase safety and improve the experience for pedestrians when they are on
the road network, we are also proposing:







That any new sidewalk be 1.83 m in width;
Adding a crosswalk at the Windermere and Rosedale / Mariane intersection;
Improving safety at unprotected crosswalks;
Extending sidewalks across certain intersections;
Adding about fifteen benches;
Creating well marked walking routes.

Proposed bike path network
First, it would be desirable to complete the bike path network on Elm, between Brown
Owl Lane and Amherst. This stretch is however under the jurisdiction of the
Agglomeration of Montréal. For this reason, there is no monetary involvement by the City
of Beaconsfield and the schedule for the work is entirely out of its control. Thus this
project is not included in this AMP, apart from discussions that we wish to initiate with
the responsible authorities.
Second, the City of Beaconsfield acknowledges the importance of creating more north /
south links. However, the presence of Highway 20, the Hydro-Québec right-of-way and
the rights-of-way for the CN and CP railway tracks make the construction costs for such
links exorbitant. For these reasons, adding north / south links is not planned in this AMP,
although this remains desirable in the longer term. In addition, the upcoming arrival near
Beaconsfield of a Réseau express métropolitain (REM) station planned without incentive
parking could make actions necessary in this north / south axis to facilitate non-vehicular
travel to this area.
In regard to the local bike path network, there are three projects to extend or lengthen it.
The first project concerns the lengthening of the bike path near Angell Woods (1 km).
The proposed route would cross from east to west between Alice-Carrière and StephenWalsh, then from north to south between Alice-Carrière and Elm.
The second project consists of adding bike lanes and one-way paved shoulders on
Beaconsfield Boulevard, between Valois and Lakeview, then along Beaurepaire,
between Woodland and Meadowbrook, for a total distance of 1.6 km.
The third project concerns the addition of 4.2 km of designated roadway. These will be
distributed as follows:











Allancroft, from Rowan to Kirkland (210 m);
Arlington, from Montrose to Glengarry (300 m);
Elm, from Lakeview North to Woodland (580 m);
Fleet, from Glengarry to Royal (90 m);
Glengarry, from Arlington to Fleet (90 m);
Lakeview North, from Stephen-Walsh to Elm (500 m);
Northcliff, from Montrose to Kirkland (510 m);
Royal, from Fleet to Westcroft (270 m);
Sherbrooke, from Allancroft to Windermere (1,110 m);
Windermere, from Sherbrooke to Northcliff (540 m).
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Finally, in order to complete the installations for bikes, we are proposing to allow cyclists
to ride on the sidewalks on Saint-Charles Boulevard, in locations where there is no bike
lane (mainly to the north of Highway 20), by adding the necessary signage. Following
the adoption of a new provincial legislative provision, the City has recently adopted a bylaw to this effect (780-8) and will decide, after analysis, if other locations could benefit
from such a regulation change to ensure safer travel by bike.
Appendix 3 shows the Bike Path Master Plan, existing and proposed on the territory of
Beaconsfield.
The cost of carrying out all these projects is given in the next point.
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8. SUMMARIZED ESTIMATE OF THE COSTS AND PROPOSED TIMELINE
Here is a summarized table showing the costs and the proposed construction timeline
for each of the projects:
PROJECT

TOTAL COST

Walking routes:
Elm and Westcroft sidewalks:
Sidewalks deemed essential:
Sidewalks deemed important:
Suggested sidewalks:
Other installations:

$ 700,000
$1,625,000
$1,600,000
$1,000,000
$ 185,000

Sub-total, walking routes:

$5,110,000

Bike path network:
Designated roadways:
Bike paths:
Paved bike lanes and shoulders:

$ 65,000
$ 360,000
$1,200,000

Sub-total, bike path network:

$1,625,000

Total - active networks:

$6,735,000
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TIMELINE

2019
2021-2024
2025-2028
2029-2031
2029-2031

2022
2022
2023-2026

9. COMMITMENTS BY THE MUNICIPALITY CONCERNING THE MAINTENANCE OF
THE WALKING AND BIKING NETWORKS
The useful life expectancy of a sidewalk is estimated to be about 75 years. Thus every
year we spend the amount needed to repair about 1.33% of this infrastructure. In this
way, we ensure that the sidewalks are always in good condition and safe for users.
Recently, with the addition of paved curb ramps at intersections, access to sidewalks
has been improved for people with reduced mobility, which access was previously
restricted since the sidewalks were built during a different era.
Another measure that was implemented a few years ago was to build the paved curb
ramp transitions over a distance of 3 m rather than only 1.5 m. This gives pedestrians a
more gentle transition.
Road markings for bike paths are repainted every year.
Here are a few extracts from certain by-laws of the City of Beaconsfield that show the
City’s commitment to maintaining the walking route and bike path networks:
By-law BEAC-035 concerning snow removal (extract):
SECTION 4: APPLICABLE OBLIGATIONS DURING SNOW REMOVAL
4.1 During snow removal operations of driveways, walkways and private parking lots, the snow
removal contractor must blow or lift the snow and deposit it on both sides of the private driveway,
walkway or parking lot on the front or side yard. Without restriction of the general sense of the
above-mentioned, it shall be forbidden for anyone:
1) To transport, push, deposit, allow or tolerate that the snow originating from the
driveway, walkway or a parking lot be carried, pushed and laid on the opposite side of the
public road.
2) To accumulate, to allow or to tolerate that snow or ice be accumulated on private land,
on public property or on the public right-of-way at public road intersections in such a way
as to obstruct the visibility of drivers.
3) To accumulate, to allow or to tolerate that snow or ice be accumulated on private land
or on public property at a height exceeding three (3) metres.
4) To throw, push, blow or deposit, or to allow or tolerate that snow or ice be thrown,
pushed, blown or deposited in any way in a radius of one (1) metre of a fire hydrant.
5) To deposit or to leave, on public property or on the public right of way, any object that
may hinder snow removal operations carried out by the City.
6) To throw, push, blow or deposit, or to allow or tolerate that snow or ice be thrown,
pushed, blown or deposited in any way on any public property or on the public right-ofway.
4.2 Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Sections, the City reserves the right to blow
and deposit snow on public right-of-way, including circular driveways on the portion opposite to the
garage or the walkway leading to the main building, and this, in addition to the snow displaced on
the total frontage of the public right-of-way by the City's snowplough.
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SECTION 5: OWNERS' OBLIGATIONS
5.1 Any owner, who hires a snow removal contractor to carry out the snow removal of his driveway,
walkway and/or parking lots, must assure himself that he has obtained a valid permit for the current
year duly issued by the City.
By-law BEAC-033 concerning nuisances (extract):
SECTION 6 – DESTRUCTION, OBSTRUCTION OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
Constitutes a nuisance and is prohibited within the City:
6.1 Dumping in or on Lake Saint-Louis or in or on any stream, ditch, street, public or private
property of any carcass, offal, garbage, grass cuttings, leaves, tree branches, earth, refuse or other
noxious or unsightly thing or matter.
6.8 Dumping or throwing any snow or other material upon any street, sidewalk, public or private
property.
SECTION 10 - OBLIGATIONS – PUBLIC PROPERTY
10.1 Any person who soils public property must carry out cleaning operations if so required by the
City or by one of its representatives. The cleaning must be carried out immediately or within the
delay allotted for this purpose.
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10. COMMITMENTS
BY
THE
MUNICIPALITY
CONCERNING
STREET
IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE TO FAVOUR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS
AND TO KEEP THEM SAFE
With the desire to improve safety for its residents, at the beginning of the 1990s, the City
of Beaconsfield formed a Traffic Advisory Committee. Currently chaired by Councillor
David Newell, the Committee’s mandate is to ensure the safety of residents on the road
network, no matter which mode of transportation they use, to respect the regulations
proposed by the Ministry of Transport, by incorporating standardized traffic calming
policies used across North America, and by customizing best practices models.
To this end, the traffic calming measures that were implemented comply with the
Canadian Guide to Traffic Calming (Second Edition) produced by the Transportation
Association of Canada.
In concrete terms, the measures taken up to now consist of the installation of over sixty
speed bumps, five raised intersections, the conversion of five roads into one-way
streets, the installation of five textured walkways, one raised walkway, upgrading of
traffic lights at all intersections equipped with traffic lights including numeric countdown
signs for pedestrian traffic lights, the strict application of signalling rules at intersections,
and reducing the posted legal speed limit to 40 km/h on residential streets, to list just a
few.
Appendix 5 presents the City of Beaconsfield’s Policy on Traffic Calming Measures. The
City of Beaconsfield has been, for a long time, and still remains, proactive in the area of
highway safety.
More recently, we have added thirty interactive radar speed signs on the territory to
make drivers more aware of speed limits. This project was carried out in part with the
help of a grant from the Ministry of Transport under its highway safety financial aid
program. It is an extension of the major Road Safety campaign already mentioned in
point 6 by using the outdoor signs already in place to reinforce the effect of the new
radars.
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11. COMMITMENTS BY THE MUNICIPALITY CONCERNING THE BY-LAWS
ADOPTED REGARDING STREETS AND WALKING AND BIKE PATHS TO
FACILITATE AND MAKE SAFE JOURNEYS ON FOOT AND BY BICYCLE
Since all highway safety rules dealing with pedestrians and cyclists are now included in
the Québec Highway Safety Code, the City of Beaconsfield is therefore committed to
making the necessary effort to ensure that these rules are respected.
This commitment is not new; in fact, in 1962, the City of Beaconsfield adopted its very
first by-law on the safety of the most vulnerable road users: By-law 243. This by-law has
since been replaced and amended several times to strengthen the rules, with the
successive adoption of by-laws 265, 555 and finally 755. This latest by-law remains in
force; however it will soon be rescinded because as mentioned above, all safety rules for
pedestrians and cyclists are henceforth included in the Québec Highway Safety Code.
As already noted in point 7, the City has recently adopted the by-law modification 780-8
concerning bicycle traffic on the sidewalk of Saint-Charles Boulevard.
Below are a few extracts from certain of the City of Beaconsfield’s by-laws that
demonstrate the City’s commitments to facilitating and making safe journeys on foot and
by bicycle:
By-law 780 concerning traffic (extract):
CHAPTER 4
RULES OF THE ROAD
4.5

DRIVING ON A SIDEWALK OR IN A PARK
It is prohibited to drive a road vehicle on a sidewalk or over a curb, except where there is a
depression leading to a driveway. No one may drive a vehicle in a park, playground or on
the landscaped portion of a street, except for municipal purposes.
It is prohibited for a cyclist to circulate on a sidewalk, except where permitted by signage.
(By-law 780-8, section 1)

CHAPTER 5
PARKING AND STOPPING
5.1

AUTHORITY OF COUNCIL
Council may prohibit, restrict or otherwise regulate the stopping and parking of vehicles on
public streets by placing appropriate signs for this purpose.

5.2

LIMITED PARKING
Notwithstanding any other provision of the present by-law, no one may park a vehicle on a
public street, between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.
(By-law 780-7, section 1)
No one may park a vehicle other than a passenger vehicle on a public street except vehicles
which are being loaded or unloaded, provided this operation is carried out without interruption.
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Immobilizing a road vehicle on a public street or space during any snowfall of 2.5cm or more,
or within six hours after the termination of such snowfall.
(By-law 780-4, section 1)
5.3

STOPPING AND PARKING OF TAXIS PROHIBITED
It is prohibited to stop or park a taxi on a public street, while waiting for a call, elsewhere than
at the stands so identified by existing signs.

5.4

5.5

PARKING SPACES
a)

The Municipal Council is authorized to establish and maintain, in the streets and
public places, parking spaces for vehicles by marking or painting the pavement.

b)

b) In the cases contemplated in the preceding paragraph, the driver of a vehicle may
only occupy a single parking space and may not encroach upon a contiguous
parking space.

PARKING IN LANES PROHIBITED
It is prohibited to park a vehicle in a public lane except for loading or unloading, provided this
operation is carried out without interruption.

5.6

PARKING AND STOPPING PROHIBITED
No one may stop or park a vehicle:
1)

on a sidewalk;

2)

at less than five metres (5 m) from a fire hydrant;

3)

at less than five metres (5 m) from a fire station or a police-station or at less than eight
metres (8 m) from such building if the vehicle is parked or stopped on the opposite side
of the street;

4)

at less than five metres (5 m) from a "stop" sign;

5)

in a pedestrian crosswalk or at less than five (5 metres) therefrom;

6)

in traffic lanes reserved exclusively for certain types of vehicles;

7)

in a loading zone or in an area reserved exclusively for public transit vehicles and
identified as such;

8)

in an intersection or at less than five metres (5 m) therefrom;
8.1) in the entrance or exit of a limited access road;

9)

on an elevated highway, a viaduct or a bridge, or in a tunnel;

10) on a median strip;
10.1) on a railway crossing or at less than five metres (5 m) therefrom;
10.2) on a connecting lane;
11) in front of a sidewalk ramp intended for the handicapped;
12) in areas where passing is prohibited;
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13) at a place where a parked or stopped road vehicle would render a traffic control device
ineffective;
14) within twenty-five metres (25 m) of an intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic
lights;
15) in the areas reserved for the access of fire department vehicles and identified as such;
16) in front of the entrance to a private property, or in front of an entrance to or an exit from a
lane;
17) within six metres (6 m) of an excavation in the street or an obstruction;
18) in a park or in a playground, except in the areas reserved for this purposes;
19) on the side of the roadway, alongside a vehicle which is stopped or parked near the curb
or on the side of the street;
20) on any street, public place, public lane or public parking lot so as to block, obstruct or
impede the free movement of other vehicles or persons, or so as to impede access to a
property;
21) in a traffic lane reserved for the exclusive use of bicycles and identified as such by a
"cycle path" sign;
22) in front of the emergency exits of all public buildings and along a length of ten metres (10
m) on each side of such exits;
23) on the left side of the roadway in the streets with two roadways separated by a mall or
other construction and on which traffic is permitted in one direction only;
24) on Beaconsfield and St. Charles Boulevards;
(By-law 780-1, section 1)
24) stopping a road vehicle at a place where parking is prohibited by signalization;
(By-law 780-4, section 2)
25) parking a road vehicle otherwise than facing the same way as traffic;
(By-law 780-4, section 2)
26) leaving unsupervised the road vehicle without locking its doors.
By-law 780-4, section 2)
However, notwithstanding the prohibitions contemplated in the first paragraph and to the
extent such manoeuvre may be carried out safely, the driver of a vehicle transporting a
handicapped person may stop the vehicle to allow this person to embark or disembark the
vehicle.
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CHAPTER 9
PEDESTRIANS
9.1

PEDESTRIAN LIGHTS
The driver of a road vehicle must yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the
roadway and facing a white or flashing signal.

9.2

PEDESTRIAN: PRIORITY ON GREEN LIGHT
At an intersection regulated by traffic lights, the driver of a road vehicle must yield the
right-of-way to a pedestrian facing a green light, whether or not there is a pedestrian
cross-walk.

9.3

NON-REGULATED INTERSECTION
Where a pedestrian enters a pedestrian crosswalk, the driver of a road vehicle must stop
his vehicle to allow the pedestrian to cross the roadway.

9.4

AUTHORITY OF COUNCIL
Council may lay out pedestrian crosswalks which must be clearly identified by
appropriate signs.

9.5

TRAFFIC SIGNALS FOR PEDESTRIANS
The installation at their present location of all existing traffic signals for pedestrians is
hereby confirmed and approved.

9.6

PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALKS AND SECURITY ZONES
The establishment at their present location of all existing pedestrian crosswalks and
security zones is hereby confirmed and approved.

CHAPTER 11
OBSTRUCTIONS TO TRAFFIC
11.1

OBSTRUCTIONS ON SIDEWALKS
It is prohibited for two persons or more to arrange into a group, on a public street or on a
sidewalk so as to obstruct traffic.

CHAPTER 13
OTHER PROVISIONS
13.17

PROTECTION OF SIDEWALKS
It is prohibited to drive a vehicle over a sidewalk or curb except:
a)

where there is a depression provided for this purpose, or
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b)

if the sidewalk or curb is protected adequately for the load by a bridge or a covering of
planks so constructed as to prevent damage to the sidewalk or curb and as to prevent
any obstruction to the drainage system.
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12. CONCLUSION
The objective of this Active Mobility Plan is to have residents stop and think before
spontaneously and systematically using their cars. Active transportation must become a
viable option for certain journeys and from now on become part of the routine behaviour
of Beaconsfield residents. To reach this objective, it should be noted that the greatest
challenges we face in educating the target clientele, whether it is through the use of
pamphlets distributed to residents informing them of their obligations when using the
road network, by awareness campaigns broadcast via the City’s various communication
tools or through initiation workshops on the challenges involved in active transportation,
organized as part of the “à pied, à vélo, Ville active” program by Vélo Québec. These
concerted actions initiated by local municipalities have a single common goal: they are
aimed at making active transportation participants aware, and equipping them with the
right tools for them to be able to take an active role in reversing the current trend in
regard to their journeys.
Consequently every resident is invited to become an important player in helping to make
Beaconsfield a healthier, more lively and certainly more active city.

25

APPENDIX 1
SIDEWALK MASTER PLAN

APPENDIX 2

WALKING ROUTES PLAN

APPENDIX 3
BIKE PATH MASTER PLAN

APPENDIX 4
TARGETED CLIENTELE PLAN

APPENDIX 5
POLICY ON TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES

BEACONSFIELD
Policy Manuel
Department:

Public Works

Policy:

Traffic calming

Policy Number:
Date Revised:

2007-08-27

Council Resolution Number:
(if applicable)
Policy Statement:

The City of Beaconsfield has adopted a formal Policy on Traffic
calming measures for local and collector residential streets and
establishing the procedure to follow when a request is received.

Policy Explanation:

Local and collector residential streets are multipurpose facilities, shared
by pedestrians, cyclists and automobiles. On the large majority of local
and collector residential streets, various users co-exist in relative safety
and harmony.
However, there can be residential streets on which motor vehicle traffic
can become a problem for other road users. These problems, both real
and perceived, can be related to traffic volume, traffic speed, roadway
geometry, traffic control devices, or any combination of these. When this
happens, residents or others in the community often demand action to
address the traffic and safety problems.
When a real problem can be identified, Beaconsfield City Officials will
look into implementing traffic calming measures. These measures can be
defined as being the combination of mainly physical measures that
reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behaviour
and improve conditions for non-motorized street users.
The purpose of traffic calming is to restore streets to their intended
function. This function is to provide both mobility and accessibility. The
primary function of residential local streets is to provide access to
adjacent properties. Residential local streets are not intended for use as
through routes or as important links to move traffic within an area’s
overall road network. For residential collector streets, access to
adjacent properties is balanced by a need to collect and distribute
residential traffic traveling into and out of a neighbourhood. As with
residential local streets, residential collector streets are generally not
intended to be through traffic routes or to move significant amounts of
vehicles within the road network.

Safety considerations should prevail in all aspects of the planning,
design and implementation of traffic calming measures. Therefore, safety
for all street users will be improved when traffic calming measures are
appropriately located, designed and signed to address identified
problems. Where a traffic calming measure would compromise
pedestrian, cyclist or motorist safety, either through inherent design or
maintenance problems, through lack of clarity in the intended function of
the measure, or by creating a false sense of security, then the measure
should not be used, even if it provides some benefits.
On local and collector residential streets, traffic calming is intended to
achieve one or more of the following objectives:





Reduce vehicular speeds
Discourage through traffic
Minimize conflicts between street users
Improve the neighbourhood environment

To achieve these objectives, the different traffic calming measures
applicable are described in the most recent edition of the CANADIAN
GUIDE TO NEIGHBOURHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING
Administrative Guidelines:

Following a resident’s request or any other member of the community,
the following actions will be put in motion, in the following order:
1. Residents concerned with speeding or any other Highway code
disobediences will be asked to contact Police Station 1 directly for
their action. The City’s Municipal Patrol will be asked to intervene for
parking regulations.
2. Should the above-mentioned intervention not address the concerns,
residents will be asked to send a request in writing to the Traffic
Advisory Committee’s attention. As a normal first step, the Committee
will review the Police or Municipal Patrol intervention.
3. Following the review, Public Authorities will perform a traffic study in
order to identify and quantify the problem. A range of potential
solutions will also be identified. For each solution, advantages and
disadvantages will be discussed and the Traffic Advisory Committee
will forward a recommendation to City Council. In every case, traffic
calming measures will be applied on an area-wide basis.
4. Since community support is an important factor in the success of
implementing a traffic calming measure, should City Council approve
a measure, the Public Work’s Technical Support Division may consult
residents in the affected area to gather input.
5. Results of the consultation will be analyzed and studied by the Traffic
Advisory Committee and a recommendation will again be forwarded
to City Council for final decision.

Policy Application Example:

Priority will be given to areas:
 With quantified traffic accidents or issues;
 Near elementary schools;
 Near local parks.
Within their priority rank, demands will be treated on a first come first
served basis and will follow the typical neighbourhood traffic calming
study process as described in the attached figure.

Approval Required for
Exception:

At City Council’s discretion, traffic calming measures may be
implemented, in exceptional circumstances, without following proper
administrative guidelines.

FIGURE 1.1 : TYPICAL NEIGHBOURHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING STUDY PROCESS
STAGE 1 – INITIATE THE STUDY
Request submitted to T.A.C.
Identify need for Traffic
Calming Study

Define Study
Scope

Confirm Scope of Work,
Study Area, Work
Program and Schedule

To
stage 2

STAGE 2 – IDENTIFY PROBLEMS
Collect Data
(previous studies and
new data)

Quantify
Problems

Confirm
Identified
Problems

To
stage 3

STAGE 3 – DEVELOP A PLAN
Select
Potential
Traffic Calming
Measures

Evaluate
Different
Alternatives

T.A.C. to select
Recommended
Alternative

Submit
Yes
Recommended
Alternative to
Council for
No
Approval

To
stage 4
End of
Process

STAGE 4 – IMPLEMENT THE PLAN
T.A.C. to consult Yes
Community

Submit
Yes
Final
Recommendation
To Council

Prepare
and
Design
Project

No
No
End of
Process

T. A. C.

Traffic Advisory Committee

End of
Process

Implement
measures

Monitor
Conditions
(collect new data)

BEACONSFIELD

REQUEST FORM FOR TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES
Traffic calming measures may be appropriate in residential neighborhoods where speeding
and/or through traffic are primary concerns. Typically, streets must be residential in nature to
be considered for traffic calming projects. Please refer to the attached Policy on Traffic
Calming measures for full details.
To request that the City of Beaconsfield consider undertaking a traffic calming project, the
applicant should complete this form and return it to the Traffic Advisory Committee, 303
Beaconsfield Boulevard, Beaconsfield, (Quebec), H9W 4A7. You may also fax the form to
514 428-4511. If you have any questions, please call Mr. André Gervais, Section Head –
Projects, Public Works Department, at 514 428-4400, ext. 4519.
INFORMATION ON APPLICANT
Name:

__________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________________________
E-mail:

__________________________________________________________

INFORMATION ON TRAFFIC CALMING REQUEST
Street where Traffic Calming is being requested: ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Reason (s) for Traffic Calming request: ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Date of Application: _________________

Signature: _______________________

